
In 1934, a group of professional engineers met in New York City to establish an organization 
dedicated to the non-technical concerns of licensed professional engineers.  From this group, 
led by D. B. Steinman a noted bridge Engineer, the National Society of Professional 
Engineers (NSPE) was born.  The NSPE stands today as the only national organization 
committed to addressing the professional concerns of licensed PEs across all disciplines.   

 
Mr. Steinman was one of the first to appreciate the concept 
that engineering is a profession.  The principles of registration 
of Engineers and the adoption of professional standards and 
ethics led him to founding NSPE.  He worked tirelessly for 
nearly 30 years to build NSPE to 55,000 members and 53 
state societies at the time of his death. 
 
At the 25 year anniversary of NSPE Mr. Steinman spoke, 
“…Our dream has come true.  We have achieved public and 
legislative recognition that engineering is a profession, that 
engineering is a learned profession, that engineering is one 
profession.  Moreover we have reminded the world that 
engineering is founded on great ideals – the ideals of vision, 
character, integrity and service to humanity.”  
 
I note a new Membership model between NSPE and MSPE is 
in effect as of July 1, 2018.  The new model sets a uniform 
dues structure of $299 for three tier (NSPE/MSPE/Local 

Chapter) members for renewals and anyone new join the organization.  For Missouri, this will 
reduce the three-tier membership level from $360 to $299, a $61 drop in annual dues!  I urge 
you to take advantage of this new membership model and carry on the proud tradition of Mr. 
Steinman. 
 
Of course here in St. Louis we have no shortage of our own famous Engineers.  I hope you will 
join us for a Joint Luncheon with ASCE on Tuesday, November 13, 2018, at the Engineering 
Center, 4359 Lindell (further details are in this newsletter).  We will be celebrating two historic 
local Engineers, Wesley W. Horner and Leif J. Sverdrup.  Like Mr. Steinman both of these men 
created legacies all engineers may draw inspiration from. 
 
St. Louis is also home to many great engineering works such as the Gateway Arch, a global 
icon and symbol of the St. Louis region.  Of course as engineers we realize our infrastructure 
comes in all forms and needs funding.  So I hope you will also join us on December 13, where 
Tom Blair, PE, will discuss the future of Transportation in Missouri (further details are in this 
newsletter).  This will be specifically topical presentation in the wake of the Proposition D vote, 
whatever the outcome.  So join us for Mr. Blair’s presentation and remember to vote Yes for 
Proposition D on November 6th. 
 
Finally for those of you inclined to learn more about Mr. Steinman please see my source: 
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/AboutNSPE/Writings-of-DB-Steinman.pdf 
 
Essayons! (Motto of the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Let Us Try!) 
Michael T. Buechter, PE, D.WRE 

 
David Bernard Steinman 
Founding President of NSPE 
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